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ous grouping are inconclusive. In one large school system 8
a comparison of the relative success o£ pupils in grouped
and in ungrouped classes was made, with results favorable to
ability grouping. On the other hand, another investigation *
involving more than three thousand pupils in grades four,
five, and six indicated that the problem of meeting indi-
vidual needs of children was only slightly reduced by the
sectioning of classes.
Ability grouping at best is limited to several definite types
of ability and never eliminates the need for further indi-
vidualization of instruction. Other recommended methods
of providing for individual differences are sectioning accord-
ing to achievement in various subjects, use of the contract
method, and the forming of small, flexible groups based on
interests, needs, and abilities within an ordinary hetero-
geneous class.
LEARNING    THROUGH    FIELD    TRIPS
Field trips teach many things. Usually it is best to have
one or two definite purposes in making each trip. The
fifth grade of the Lincoln School of Teachers College visited
a toy shop and afterward made wooden toys in Industrial
Arts class; visited a milk station and made butter and cheese
in the cooking laboratory when they returned to school.
They took a trip around Manhattan Island, and to the old
Van Cortlandt Mansion to study Colonial life and industries.
They went to another historic house to obtain background
for their weaving and spinning. They went to a bakery and
other neighboring stores and to a Food Industrial Exhibition
to supplement their practical work in home economics. In
order to derive the most benefit from field trips, the class
should discuss beforehand what to look for and should sum-
marize their findings after the trip.
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